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THE ISSUE 
Earlier today, Thursday, August 06, 2009, by a vote of 68 yeas to 31 nays, the United States 
Senate voted to confirm Sonia Sotomayor to be the next Associate Justice on the United 
States Supreme Court.   Judge Sotomayor will take a seat on the highest court of the land 
when it begins its next session in October.  Of the 110 Justices who have served on the 
Supreme Court in its entire history, Judge Sotomayor will be only the third woman and the 
first Hispanic Justice.   
 
Sonia Sotomayor is an excellent choice.  The daughter of immigrant parents (her father, a 
tool-and-die worker with a third grade education, died when she was nine years old; her 
mother, a nurse, raised Judge Sotomayor and her brother on a very modest salary), she 
grew up in the housing projects in the Bronx.  She went on to graduate from Princeton 
University summa cum laude in 1976, and then from Yale Law School (where she was the 
editor of the law journal) in 1979.   
 
After law school she got a job as an assistant district attorney in New York City, where she 
prosecuted cases involving police brutality, murder, child pornography and assaults.  After a 
time in private practice, she was nominated in 1991 by President George H. Bush to serve as 
a federal judge for the U.S. District Court, southern District of New York.  Six years later, she 
was nominated by President Bill Clinton to serve as an appellate judge for the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit, where she has served since 1998.  She has been a 
prosecutor, private litigator, trial judge, and appellate judge.  No one currently on the Court 
has that complete package of experience.  Judge Sotomayor will bring more federal judicial 
experience to the Supreme Court than any justice in 100 years, and more overall judicial 
experience than anyone confirmed for the Court in the past 70 years.  She has been a big-
city prosecutor and a corporate litigator, a federal trial judge on the U.S. District Court, and 
an appellate judge on the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.  She will bring much needed 
diversity to the court of last appeals.  
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CONFIRMATION OF SONIA SOTOMAYOR TO THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 
Final confirmation of Judge Sonia Sotomayor to serve as an Associate Justice on the United States Supreme 
Court.  Judge Sotomayor was confirmed on August 6, 2009 by a margin of 68 yeas to 31 nays. 
THE NAACP SUPPORTED THE CONFIRMATION.

 
ALABAMA  

Shelby  V 

Sessions  V 

ALASKA  

Begich S 

Murkowski, L. V 

ARIZONA  

McCain V 

Kyl V 

ARKANSAS  

Lincoln S 

Pryor S 

CALIFORNIA  

Feinstein S 

Boxer S 

COLORADO  

Udall, Mark S 

Bennett, Mark S 

CONNECTICUT  

Dodd S 

Lieberman S 

DELAWARE  

Kaufman S 

Carper S 

FLORIDA  

Nelson, Bill S 

Martinez S 

GEORGIA  

Chambliss V 

Isakson V 

HAWAII  

Inouye S 

Akaka S 

IDAHO  

Risch V 

Crapo V 

ILLINOIS  

Durbin S 

Burris S 
 
  

 
INDIANA

Lugar S 

Bayh S 

IOWA  

Grassley V 

Harkin S 

KANSAS  

Brownback V 

Roberts V 

KENTUCKY  

McConnell V 

Bunning V 

LOUISIANA  

Landrieu S 

Vitter V 

MAINE  

Snowe S 

Collins S 

MARYLAND  

Mikulski S 

Cardin S 

MASSACHUSETTS  

Kennedy ? 

Kerry, John S 

MICHIGAN  

Levin, Carl S 

Stabenow S 

MINNESOTA  

Klobuchar S 

Franken S 

MISSISSIPPI  

Cochran V 

Wicker V 

MISSOURI  

Bond S 

McCaskill S 

MONTANA  

Baucus S 

Tester S 
 
 
  

 
NEBRASKA

Johanns V 

Nelson, Ben S 

NEVADA  

Reid, Harry S 

Ensign V 

NEW HAMPSHIRE  

Gregg S 

Shaheen S 

NEW JERSEY  

Lautenberg S 

Menendez  S 

NEW MEXICO  

Udall, Tom S 

Bingaman S 

NEW YORK  

Schumer S 

Gillibrand S 
NORTH 
CAROLINA  

Burr V 

Hagan S 

NORTH DAKOTA  

Conrad S 

Dorgan S 

OHIO  

Voinovich S 

Brown S 

OKLAHOMA  

Inhofe V 

Coburn V 

OREGON  

Wyden S 

Merkley S 

PENNSYLVANIA  

Specter S 

Casey S 

RHODE ISLAND  

Reed, Jack S 

Whitehouse S 
 
 
  

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

Graham S 

DeMint V 

SOUTH DAKOTA  

Johnson S 

Thune V 

TENNESSEE  

Alexander S 

Corker V 

TEXAS  

Hutchison V 

Cornyn V 

UTAH  

Hatch V 

Bennett V 

VERMONT  

Leahy S 

Sanders S 

VIRGINIA  

Warner, Mark S 

Webb S 

WASHINGTON  

Murray S 

Cantwell S 

WEST VIRGINIA  

Byrd S 

Rockefeller S 

WISCONSIN  

Kohl S 

Feingold S 

WYOMING  

Enzi V 

Barrasso V 

 

VOTE KEY 
S = voted in support of the 
NAACP position and in support of 
Judge Sotomayor’s confirmation. 
 

V = voted against the NAACP 
position and against Judge 
Sotomayor’s confirmation. 
 
 

? = did not vote
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